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1. 9. Distribution of Cantonese-speaking and Hakka-speaking population in the New Territories, 1961.
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“It is proposed to prepare a scheme to erect some two hundred married quarters of Hong Kong
Hutting in an area near the junction of route 1 and the proposed Tsun Wan to Sek Kong. Most of
the area is crown land, rough and hilly with a small area of private land.”

(Letter from L.H. STONE. W.D. Land Agent, D.A.D. Hirigns to C.S., dated 4th November, 1950.
in enclosure 1, HKRS896-1-45 Shek Kong Village: 1. Military Married Quarters)

“‘Army officers showed the proposed site for the Married Quarters. Major Hanworth of R.E. in
charge of water supplies, took Dr. Davies and myself and pointed the streams from which he
intends to obtain water supply to the camp, at an estimated demand of 60,000 g.p.d.

“The District Officer and Land Bailiff strongly objected to any amount of water being taken from
the steams in question as this would deprive local cultivation of the same amount of water,
cultivation being continually short of water.”

(enclosure 21, , HKRS896-1-45 Shek Kong Village: 1. Military Married Quarters. )

“D.C.N.T. on 27.1.51 informed D.C.S in para.2 of his memo that it appears certain that not a
drop of surface water should be allowed to be taken by the Army for this camp...... ’
(enclosure111A, HKRS896-1-45 Shek Kong Village: 1. Military Married Quarters.)
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“From 1951-1961 — the first ten years of KAAA activities — over 1,000,000 new citizens took
refuge in this overcrowded haven....”

(BLACKIE, W. J. Kadoorie Agricultural Aid Association, 1951-1971. Hong Kong: Kadoorie
Agricultural Aid Association, 1972, p. 2.)

“in choosing a new project for family support in Hong Kong in the postwar period it was decided
to concentrate on the rural areas...... many of our new citizens were farmers from the rural areas
of Kwangtung who naturally wished to find land and continue with the only way of life they

“The Government...... had its hands full with the immediate needs and major problems of the
overflowing urban population. The New territories were neglected as it was felt that their
immediate needs were not so pressing or urgent.

“It was not possible for government officers, under government financial regulations and
controls, to finance large, small or ad hoc projects which needed urgent attention...... First and
foremost, however, was the urgent need to alleviate suffering amongst the very poor and to give
those who were willing to work a chance to help themselves...... Here then were the ingredients
of an agricultural project which could assist Government in settling immigrant farmers in the
New Territories and in financing the productive effort of under-privileged subsistence farmers...

“‘KAAA (Kadoorie Agricultural Aid Association) policy was designed to:

(1) Assist the traditional subsistence rice farmer to broaden his economy and take his productive
effort out of the subsistence class.

(2) Help the immigrant farmers flocking into the New Territories in ever-increasing numbers to
establish themselves on a more productive footing.

(3) Help very poor people who had some farming background to get started by gifts of building
materials and livestock.

(4) Support community efforts to improve water supplies, roads, irrigation distribution, access,
housing and other amenities.

(5) By outright gifts to help people, both farmers and non-farmers, who had met with adversity or
calamity to re-establish themselves or retrieve their losses.”

(BLACKIE, W. J. Kadoorie Agricultural Aid Association, 1951-1971. Hong Kong: Kadoorie
Agricultural Aid Association, 1972, p. 15-16.)
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“In the 1961 census only 44 percent of Hong Kong'’s farmers were reported as being born in the
Colony. This reflects an entry by refugees into agriculture that has created major changes in the
land use and land holding patterns in the New Territories. The Fanling area contains the largest
single concentration of refugee farmers. There the clan system of land holding is relatively
weaker than in other parts of the New Territories, and the renting of land to the refugees has
thus been facilitated. The holdings of the refugees are usually extremely small (average one
third acre per family), rents are high, and only intensive vegetable growing for the urban market
is an economic proposition. Through careful cultivation by hand, the frequent application of
nightsoil, and constant watering, as many as eight crops of vegetables a year are being
obtained, making the land in the Fanling area some of the most intensively cultivated in the
world.”

(VAUGHAN, TD AND DWYER, DJ, "Some Aspects of Postwar Population Growth in Hong
Kong," Economic Geography, 42 (1966) , p. 49.)
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FiG. 12. Distribution of major farming groups in Hong Kong (after Grane, op. cit., p. 118).
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“There exists among the rural population in this valley of the new territories a residential
segregation. Those immigrants who occupy themselves with horticulture on rented fields of
village land, take up residence in small huts or sheds, either located in corners of rented fields,
or scattered around on the adjoining hill sides. We have also found that newcomers to the valley
who have occupations which are not concerned with land in any respect, move into the natives’
villages where they rent houses or rooms. The main reason for this conspicuous peculiarity is to
be found in an underlying concept of citizenship. Certainly, citizenship is a most complex
feature; what matters for the present argument is that it may be defined in terms of land and
houses. In order to maintain the immigrant’s identity as an outsider, his access to rights to land,
even of a temporary nature, will never be accompanied by any kind of rights to residence.
Similarly, residential tenants will not be allowed to take an interest in village land.”

(AIJMER, G., "An Enquiry Into Chinese Settlement Patterns: The Rural Squatters of Hong
Kong," Man (London), n.s. 10(4):559-570. Dec., 1975, p. 568-569.)
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DWYER, D.J., "Land Use and Regional Planning Problems in the New Territories of Hong
Kong," The Geographical Journal, 152 (1986), p. 235.)
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Fig. 3. Hong Kong: agricultural land use, 1954-84 (Official statistics)
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“In the later and more famous case Attorney General v Melhado Investment Ltd. [1983] HKLR
327.....the Hong Kong Court of Appeal held that ‘The use of the land as listed in the schedule to
the Crown lease was descriptive only. The purpose of the schedule was to identify the lands to
which the lease related. If the schedule had been intended to be other than description if would
not have been necessary to include in the body of the lease restrictions on building without a
license...... ’ The government had contended that the lot was restricted to agricultural use under
the Block Government Lease while the land in question was being used for the storage of steel
girders. The effect of the decision was that land described as agricultural under the Block
Government Lease was not restricted to that use but could be used for any purpose that did not
require a building. This meant that the government could no longer control the use of agricultural
land (which made up much of the rural land in the NT) under the Block Government Lease.”
(NISSIM, Roger. Land Administration and Practice in Hong Kong. Hong Kong: Hong Kong
University Press, 2008, p. 19.)
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“In order to increase the amount of rice produced in the New Territories and assist in the
rehabilitation of the persons liable to be displaced by the construction of a new airfield in the
Ping Shan valley, it was decided to undertake any work necessary to enable the disused Kam
Tin airfield to be cultivated. The main problem involved was that of irrigation and at the request
of the district officer New Territories, No. 5358 Airfield construction wing was asked to undertake
a topographical survey of this area, and make recommendations as to the best methods to
comply to irrigate the area.

(Report on survey of Kam Tin airfield New Territories dated 26.4.46, Enclosure 9, HKRS156-1-
27 Old Kamtin Airfield.)
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“Although flying training can be said to have been successful the main hazard at Sek Kong was
again the cross camp area, is disused most of the year, and is not adequately protected by
fencing, naturally leads to its use as a road, and at times strenuous efforts were required to
disperse cyclists and vehicles (often learner drivers and garage testers) together numerous
cattle if undue interference with flying operations was to be avoided.” (Extract from Progress
Report on the ROYAL HONG KONG DEFENCE FORCE for the month October, 1958. HKRS
156-1-7348 Question of misuse of the runway at Shek Kong Airstrip by vehicles.)
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